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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 
Beginning at point A, the northwest corner of the Foell property, and proceeding 
east southeast in a line encompassing the rear boundaries of the house lots on 
the north side of Route 15 to point B, the northwest corner of the Guyette 
property (#35). Continuing north to point C, northwest corner of the Weston 
property (#34), and then east to point D, northeast corner of the lot upon which 
the Denno house is located. The boundary line proceeds south along the rear 
boundaries of the sta:uctures located on the east side of Tower Road and curves 
to encompass the rear property lines of the buildings on Route 128 to point E, 
northeast corner of the Kennison property. The line continues southerly along 
the rear boundaries of the White School, Mackey, and Hennigan lots to point F, 
southeast corner of the Hennigan property. From point F the boundary continues 
west northwest along the rear property lines of the Essex Free Library and the 
Bentley house to point G, the southwest corner of the Bentley property. From G 

REFERENCES: 

1, 2, 3 
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U s t e d on State, Register 

j s ^ i l f t f l -
STATE OF VERMONT 
Division for Historic Preservation 
Montpelier, VT 05602 

HISTORIC SITES & STRUCTURES SURVEY 
District ® Complex • Survey Form 

COUNTY : Chittenden 
TOWN: Essex 
LOCATION: Essex Center; intersection 
of Routes 15 and 128 and Tower 

NAME OF DISTRICT: 
Essex Center Historic District 

TYPE OF DISTRICT: 

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURES 
Excellent 30% Good 60 % 
Fair 10 % Poor % 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: 
Local • State • National • 

THEMES : 

SURVEY NUMBER: 0405-23 
NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER(S) 
IB-A'âfil; lit //yza 
UTM REFERENCES :' 
Zone/Easting/Northing 

A 
B 
C 
D 
U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP: 
Essex Center Quad. 
COMPLEX INFORMATION ONLY 

COMMON NAME: 
PRESENT FORMAL NAME: 
ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME; 
TYPE OF COMPLEX: 
TYPES OF STRUCTURES: 

PRESENT USE: 
ORIGINAL USE: 
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: 
BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: 
ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: 

Yes • No • Restricted • 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

The architecture of Essex Center is a sampling which spans the 
establishment of the Center to the present. Around 1822 Essex 
Center began to supercede the original settlements at Page's 
Corner and Butler's Corner. It was at the center that the churches 
of the town established themselves. The range of periods of build-
ing are reflected by various architectural styles such as Greek 
Revival, Gothic Cottage, and Italianate. Rather than being noted 
for examples of high-style architecture, however, Essex Center 
illustrates vernacular building types of rural Vermont. 

THREAT TO STRUCTURES: 
No Threat • Zoning • Roads ® 
Development ® Deterioration • 
Alteration • Other: 

LOCAL ATTITUDES: 
Positive • Negative • 
Mixed • Other : 



BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: (continued) SURVEY NUMBER: 0405-23 

the district boundary proceeds north to point H, southwest 
corner of the Reynolds property, including the rear line of 
the Potvin lot. It continues west northwest along the rear 
property lines of the buildings along the south side of Route 
15 to point I, southwest corner of the Shortsleeve property. 
The line proceeds north to point A where the boundary began. 
The boundary thus described includes all structures within 
its borders designated by numbers 1 through 35 and represented 
in the above map. 



OUTSTANDING COMPONENTS OF DISTRICT • COMPLEX • 
(Include individual survey, number ONLY if surveyed individually.) 
MAP NUMBER: i — 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Dwelling 

[DATE BUILT: c.1922 SURVEY NUMBER": 0405-23 
COMMON NAME: 

NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
OWNER: Charles Foell 

DESCRIPTION : 

This clapboard structure is two-stories, 2x2 bays with hip roof. The 
one-story front porch is supported by wrought iron vertical members. 
It was constructed to replace the original parsonage which burned 
in 1920. 

MAP NUMBER: 2 PATE BUILT : 1840-65 [SURVEY NUMBER: 040 5-23 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: 
COMMON NAME: Dwel 1 -i ng NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
DESCRIPTION: 

OWNER: Rosamond Shortsleeve 

The gable front block of this brick structure includes six over six 
sash, windows heads, and a corbelled cornice and returns with two saw-
tooth courses. The door is flanked by rectangular sidelights and 
pilasters supporting a partial entablature and crowned by a wooden 
head. An ell with attached shed extends to the east. 

MAP NUMBER: 5 pATE BUILT: 1870fL9(XJ 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE : Dwelling 

SURVEY NUMBER: 0405-23 
NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: COMMON NAME: 

DESCRIPTION: 
OWNER: Reginald Esmond 

This structure, sided in vinyl, consists of a 1 x 2 bay gable 
front bloak and side ( east) ell. The ell has a central gable wall 
dormer and on the first floor is a central bay window. Turned 
posts support the veranda. 

MAP NUMBER: 7 |DATE BUILT :1870-l9ÔÔ 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Dwelling 

SURVEY NUMBER: 0405-23 
NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: COMMON NAME: 

DESCRIPTION: OWNER: Rene Des any 

This clapboard-sided structure has a 1 x 2 bay gable-front 
block and side (east) ell with enclosed shingle porch. 



OUTSTANDING COMPONENTS OF DTSTRTCT • COMPLEX • 
(Include individual survey number ONLY if surveyed individually.) 
MAP NUMBER; 8 |DATE BUILT: 18bb-QQ |SUKVEi NUMBER: 040 5-̂ 3 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Dwelling 
COMMON NAME: 

NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
OWNER: Allen Kimball DESCRIPTION : 

This clapboard-sided structure is in the Italianate style. The gable-
front main block has a round louvered attic vent. Both the side (east) 
ell and block have paired brakcets supporting the cornice and peaked 
door and window heads. The entry door is sheltered by a flat hood 
supported by curved sawn brackets. 

MAP NUMBER: 10 pATE BUILT: c. 18 50 SURVEY NUMBER: 0405-23 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Dwelling NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
COMMON NAME: nPC^DTDTTnM. OWNER: Ethel Bixby 

The painted brick main block is 3 x 1 bays and includes corner pilasters, 
segroentally-arched window lintels above pointed arched wooden heads, and 
an east bay window. A clapboard ell extends to the rear which has an at-
tached board and batten addition. The detailing of the structure is largely 
Gothic, probably added after construction. The pilasters may have been 
a subsequent addition, probably preceeding the "gothicization" of the house. 

MAP NUMBER: 11 pATE BUILT: c. 18 50 SURVEY NUMBER: Û4Û5-23 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Dwelling NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
COMMON NAME: nreroTDTTnv. OWNER: Earl Carpenter 

This Gothic Cottage is sheathed in clapboards. The main block is three 
bays across with a central gable wall dormer. The single bay entiy porch 
is decorated with vergeboards of a fleur-de-lis motif. The side ell 
also includes a central wall dormer. Its porch is supported by incised 
piers. Both sections of the structure have paired brackets supporting 
the cornice and vergeboards decorating peaked window heads. 

MAP NUMBER: 12 pATE BUILT: 1839-40 SURVEY NUMBER:0405-23 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Church NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
COMMON NAME: Center Methodist nperDT-DtiTriM. OWNER: Essex Center Methodist Church 

The church is clapboard-sided and has a gable-front orientation. The 
six-panel door has a peaked head. All three levels of the belfry ter-
minate in a cornice. 



OUTSTANDING COMPONENTS OF DISTRICT • COMPLEX • 
(Include individual survey, number ONLY if surveyed individually.) 
MAR-NUMBER: 13 [DATE BUILT : 1840-60 SUKVEÏ NUMBER: 040 5-23 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Church NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 

OWNER: Essex Center Grange COMMON NAME: Essex Center Grange Hall 
DESCRIPTION: 

This clapboard-sided structure is gable front with pediment and includes 
corner pilasters. The double leaf panel doors flanked by rectangular 
side lights and pilasters supporting a partial entablature is the only 
opening on the front face. The structure is three bays deep. It served 
as the Universalist Church until 1893. 

MAP NUMBER: 14 |DATE BUILT: 18 4U-bb [SURVEY NUMBER: U4Ub-¿3 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Dwelling NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
COMMON NAME: OWNER: William Packard 
DESCRIPTION: 

This aluminum-sided, gable front structure is 3 x 3 bays. Its one-bay 
entry porch is supported by rectangular posts with chamfered corners 
and has a deck above. 

MAP NUMBER: 15 pATE BUILT: c. i»3U [SURVEY NUMBER: U4U5-Z3 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Dwelling NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
COMMON NAME: OWNER: Frank Pelkey 
DESCRIPTION: 

The main block of this clapboard structure is 5 x 2 bays with center 
hall and is two-stories in height. Window surrounds are molded. 
Turned posts and incised brackets support the entry porch with its 
hip roof and central peak. An ell extends to the rear and is attached 
to the store to the west. The structure was built by Thaddeus Fletcher 
to serve as his residence and store after he outgrew his original 
store in building # 20. 

MAP NUMBER: 19 DATE BUILT: SURVEY NUMBER: 0405-23 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Dwelling NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
COMMON NAME: OWNER: Henry Cota 
DESCRIPTION: 

The main block is gable-front, 1-|- stories, 3 x 3 bays. Window surrounds 
are peaked. It was the residence of B. B. Butler, operator of a 
tavern on the northeast comer at Essex Center. 



OUTSTANDING COMPONENTS OF DTSTRICT • COMPLEX • 
(Include individual survey number ONLY if surveyed individually.) 

MAP NUMBER; Û 1DATE JBU1LT; c. 1819 |SUKVE¥ NUMBER: 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Commercial & Residentia NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
COMMON NAME: Old Post Office OWNER: Raymond Reynolds 
DESCRIPTION: 

This structure was constructed c. 1819 and its first tenant was Thaddeus 
Fletcher who was just commencing the mercantile business with $ 400 of 
borrowed money. He later moved to larger quarters and to Burlington, but 
remained an active supporter of Essex churches and town concerns. The 
structure has been added to many times over the years and is sided primarily 
in shiplap and clapboards. 

MAP NUMBER: pATE BUILT : 1820̂ 60" SURVEY NUMBER: 040 5-23 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Dwelling NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
COMMON NAME: OWNER: Aime Potvin 
DESCRIPTION: 

This structure is five bays wide with center hall plan. It is 1̂ - stories 
in height, and the door is sheltered by a peaked hood. A picture window 
replaces two of the original windows. The side (south) ell includes a 
shed area. 

MAP NUMBER: 22 pATE BUILT :o. 185D" 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE : Dwelling 

SURVEY NUMBER: 040 5-23 
NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 

COMMON NAME: OWNER: Byron Bentley 
DESCRIPTION: 

This structure is gable-front, 3 x 3 bays with sidehall plan. The door is 
flanked by side lights and molded panels. Quadrant lights flank the gable 
window. The house is sheathed in composite board. 

MAP NUMBER: 23 |DATE BUILT: c. 193ÏÏ" SURVEY NUMBER: 0405-23 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Library NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
COMMON NAME: OWNER: Town of Essex 
DESCRIPTION: 

This one-story clapboard structure is three bays wide and three deep, 
columns support its peaked entry porch. 

Round 



OUTSTANDING COMPONENTS OF DISTRICT • COMPLEX • 
(Include individual survey, number ONLY if surveyed individually.) 
MAP NUMBER; 24 |DATE BUILT : 182U-BU |SUKVEï NUMBER: 0405-23 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Dwelling NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
COMMON NAME: OWNER: Martin Hennigan 
DESCRIPTION: 

This two-story brick structure is 5 x 2 bays on a center hall plan. 
Splayed flat-arched lintels adorn windows. The brickwork beneath the 
eaves mimics a denticular cornice. Slate sheathes the gable roof. 

MAP NUMBER: 25 pATE BUILT: 184Ô" SURVEY NUMBER: 0405-23 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Church NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
COMMON NAME: United Pentecostal Church OWNER: Town of Essex 
DESCRIPTION: 

This gable-front brick structure is laid in common bond. Double leaf 
panelled doors are crowned by a rectangular stone lintel, above is a 
recessed brick panel. On either side of the door are 24 x 24 sash 
windows crowned by a rectangular stone lintel, below which are recessed 
brick panels. The triangular attic light is partly glazed and partly 
louvered. 

MAP NUMBER: 26 pATE BUILT: SURVEY NUMBER: 0405-23 FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Dwelling 
COMMON NAME: 

NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
OWNER: Neil Mackey 

DESCRIPTION: 
The house is gable-front, sheathed in clapboard. Window heads are 
molded and an enclosed 1-story porch is located on the front face. 
An ell extends to the side. 

MAP NUMBER: 27 [DATE BUILT :c. 1885 SURVEY NUMBER: 0405-23 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: School NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
COMMON NAME: Old White School OWNER: Town of Essex 
DESCRIPTION: 

This clapboard-sided, gable-front schoolhouse is 3 x 7 bays. The 
elongated windows are crowned by peaked heads. The rear portion was 
added c. 1910. Vacant for many years, it will again be used for 
classroom space this fall. 



OUTSTANDING COMPONENTS OF DISTRICT • COMPLEX • 
(Include individual survey, number ONLY if surveyed individually.) 
MAP NUMBER: 30 |DATE BUILT; SURVEY-NUMBER": U4U5-23 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
COMMON NAME: OWNER: David Jones 
DESCRIPTION: 

This 2-story gable-front structure is 3 x 2 bays, sided in shiplap. 
one-story front porch has a deck above. 

The 

MAP NUMBER: 31 [DATE BUILT: 1871 SURVEY NUMBER: 040 5-23 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
COMMON NAME : Memorial Hall OWNER: Town of Essex 
DESCRIPTION: 

The brick walls are laid up in common bond. The structure is gable-
front, 3 x 3 bays. The paired front doors are flanked by pointed arch 
windows now boarded up. Above the door is another boarded pointed-arch 
window. Originally built to serve as a town hall, Memorial Hall is now 
used as a playhouse. 

MAP NUMBER: 32 pATE BUILT: 1860-190JSURVEY NUMBER: 0405-23 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Dwelling NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
COMMON NAME: OWNER: Joseph Bissonette 
DESCRIPTION: 

This vinyl-sided structure consists of a gable-front main block flanked 
by wings. Peaked heads top windows. The veranda is curved. 

MAP NUMBER: 33 pATE BUILT: 1830-6Q |SURVEY NUMBER: 0405-23 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Dwelling NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 
COMMON NAME: OWNER: Alfred Denna 
DESCRIPTION: 

The main block is gable-front, 3 x 2 bays, sidehall plan, 
to the south. The molded window heads are also peaked. 

An ell extends 
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SURVEY NUMBER: 

0405-24 Listed on State VTACHP ̂  , 
Date: M \ [51/i/ô "NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: 

STATE OF VERMONT 
Division for Historic Preservation 
Montpelier, VT 05602 

HISTORIC SITES & STRUCTURES SURVEY 
Individual Structure Survey Form 

UTM REFERENCES: 
Zone/Easting/Northing 

STATE OF VERMONT 
Division for Historic Preservation 
Montpelier, VT 05602 

HISTORIC SITES & STRUCTURES SURVEY 
Individual Structure Survey Form 

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP: 

STATE OF VERMONT 
Division for Historic Preservation 
Montpelier, VT 05602 

HISTORIC SITES & STRUCTURES SURVEY 
Individual Structure Survey Form 

PRESENT FORMAL NAME: 

COUNTY : Chittenden ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME: 
Essex Classical Institute Boarding House TOWN : Essex 
ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME: 
Essex Classical Institute Boarding House 

LOCATION: West side of Bixby Hill 
Road; 2nd building north of Route 128. 

PRESENT USE: Apartments LOCATION: West side of Bixby Hill 
Road; 2nd building north of Route 128. ORIGINAL USE: Boarding House 

LOCATION: West side of Bixby Hill 
Road; 2nd building north of Route 128. 

ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: 
COMMON NAME: 

ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: 
COMMON NAME: 

BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: 
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Boarding House 

BUILDER/CONTRACTOR: 

OWNER : Dick Rooney 
ADDRESS : Burlington, Vermont 

PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: 
Excellent • Good ® 
Fair • Poor • 

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: 
Yes • No • Restricted • 

THEME: ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: 
Yes • No • Restricted • STYLE : French 2nd Empire 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: 
Local • State • National • 

DATE BUILT: 
c. 1875 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 
Structural System 

1. Foundation: Stone • Brick ® Concrete • Concrete Block • 
2. Wall Structure 

a. Wood Frame: Post & Beam • Balloon ® 
b. Load Bearing Masonry: Brick • Stone • Concrete • 

Concrete Block • 
c. Iron • d. Steel • e. Other: 

3. Wall Covering: Clapboard • Board f< Batten • Wood Shingle • 
Shiplap • Novelty • Stucco • Sheet Metal • Aluminum • 
Asphalt Shingle • Brick Veneer • Stone Veneer • 
Bonding Pattern: Other: §oa?cisite 

4. Roof Structure 
a. Truss: Wood ® Iron • Steel • Concrete • 
b. Other: 

5. Roof Covering: Slate • Wood Shingle • Asphalt Shingle • 
Sheet Metal • Built Up • Rolled • Tile • Other: 

6. Engineering Structure: 
7. Other: 

Appendages: Porches® Towers • Cupolas • Dormers • Chimneys • 
Sheds • Ells • Wings® Other: 

Roof Style: Gable • Hip • Shed • Flat • Mansard ® Gambrel • 
Jerkinhead • Saw Tooth • With Monitor • With Bellcast • 
With Parapet • With False Front • Other: 

Number of Stories: 3 
Number of Bays: 5 x 4 Entrance Location: Center 
Approximate Dimensions : 42' x 32« 

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: 
No Threat • Zoning • Roads • 
Development ® Deterioration ® 
Alteration ® Other: 

LOCAL ATTITUDES: 
Positive • Negative • 
Mixed Other : 



ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL'OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: 
Window surrounds are plain, dormers peaked. The rear wing is also 
crowned by a mansard roof. 

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe) 
Small frame garage in rear. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 
The Old Classical Institute boarding, house, the town's only example of 
French Second Empire, is the last remnant of the Essex Classical Institute, 
once located on the site of the present town school buildings. The 
Institute, first opened in 1855, experienced many changes in management 
and name during the years it made higher education available to residents 
of Chittenden County. The boarding house was constructed during a period 
of prosperity when enrollments were up and additional facilities were 
required to accommodate teachers and students. 

REFERENCES : 
1, 2. 

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: 
Open Land • Woodland • 
Scattered Buildings • 
Moderately Built Up • 
Densely Built Up • 
Residential • Commercial • 
Agricultural • Industrial • 
Roadside Strip Development • 
Other : 7-CQ £ 

fio ¡J IP. RECORDED BY: 
Christine Fonda e^sex OEMT&C. ORGANIZATION: 

Vermont Division for Historic Preservation 
DATE RECORDED: 

8-10-76 




