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Please note: 
· The “Existing Charter” language is shown from the reorganize charter that was approved by voters in March 2023. The Vermont Legislature has not yet approved this charter change.
· The “Proposed Charter” language was proposed by the Charter Review Committee; preliminary feedback by staff is included as notes.

	Existing Charter
	Proposed Charter

	Subchapter 9: Planning
	Subchapter 9: Planning	Comment by Gregory Duggan: This section was deleted as part of the charter amendment to create a Development Review Board

	§ 117-901. Board established
A Planning Commission shall be established and its powers, obligations, and operation shall be under and in accordance with Vermont Statutes Annotated, as they may be amended from time to time hereafter.

	§ 117-901. Board established
A Planning Commission shall be established and its powers, obligations, and operation shall be under and in accordance with Vermont Statutes Annotated, as they may be amended from time to time hereafter.


	Subchapter 10: Department of Real Estate Appraisal
	Subchapter 910: Department of Real Estate AppraisalAssessment	Comment by Gregory Duggan: Why the change in title?

	§ 117-1001. Creation of Department
There shall be established a Department of Real Estate Appraisal headed by a professionally qualified real estate appraiser, who shall be appointed by the Manager with the approval of the Selectboard.
	§ 117-1001901. Creation of Department
There shall be established a Department of Real Estate AppraisalAssessment headed by a professionally qualified real estate appraiser, who shall be appointed by the Manager with the approval of the Selectboard.	Comment by Gregory Duggan: “Appraiser” is not listed in the section of “Officials appointed by the Manager”, so this section or that one should be cleaned up for consistency	Comment by Gregory Duggan: SB: make consistent, check again when reviewing Manager section

	§ 117-1002. Purpose
The purpose of the Department of Real Estate Appraisal is to provide for appointment of a qualified real estate assessor rather than the election of listers. The Town shall be governed by, and each taxpayer shall have rights granted by the applicable statutes concerning real and personal property taxation, appeal therefrom, and other statutes concerning taxation.

	§ 117-1002902. Purpose
The purpose of the Department of Real Estate AppraisalAssessment is to provide for appointment of a qualified real estate assessor appraiser rather than the election of listers. The Town shall be governed by, and each taxpayer shall have rights granted by the applicable statutes concerning real and personal property taxation, appeal therefrom, and other statutes concerning taxation.	Comment by Gregory Duggan: Missing “of”; why the name change?	Comment by Gregory Duggan: Why the name change? 


	§ 117-1003. Appraisal of property
The Department of Real Estate Appraisal shall appraise all real and business personal property for the purpose of establishing the grand list. Appraisals shall be reviewed periodically and kept up to date. Technically qualified individuals or firms may be employed as needed.

	§ 117-1003903. Appraisal of property
The Department of Real Estate AppraisalAssessment shall appraise all real and business personal property for the purpose of establishing the grand list. Appraisals shall be reviewed periodically and kept up to date. Technically qualified individuals or firms may be employed as needed. The department shall review, or cause to be reviewed, the appraisals of all real property in the town that is subject to taxation in accordance with the standards for appraising established by the laws of the State of Vermont.	Comment by Gregory Duggan: Why the name change?	Comment by Gregory Duggan: Why this deletion?	Comment by Gregory Duggan: SB: recommended by Assessor. Matches statute. 


	§ 117-1004. Appraisal of business personal property for tax purposes
Appraisal of business personal property shall be in accordance with the provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 3618, as the same may from time to time be amended provided that all business personal property acquired by a taxpayer after September 30, 1995 shall be exempt from tax.

	§ 117-1004904. Appraisal of business personal property for tax purposes
Appraisal of business personal property shall be in accordance with the provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 3618, as the same may from time to time be amended provided that all business personal property acquired by a taxpayer after September 30, 1995, shall be exempt from tax.


	§ 117-1005. Duties of Department
The duties and powers of the Department of Real Estate Appraisal shall be the same as those established for listers under the general statutes.
	§ 117-1005905. Powers and Duties of Department	Comment by Gregory Duggan: For this whole section 905: are these changes necessary? Do they change or clarify the meaning of anything? 
The Department of Assessment shall have the same power, discharge the same duties, proceed in the discharge of in the same manner, and be subject to the same liabilities as are prescribed  and powers of the Department of Real Estate Appraisal shall be the same as those established for listers or the board of listers under the general statuteslaw of this state, except as herein otherwise noted.

	Subchapter 11: Amendment Of Charter

	Subchapter 1110: Amendment Oof Charter and Initiatives


	§ 117-1101. Laws governing
This charter may be amended in accordance with the procedure provided for by law for amendment of municipal charters.

	§ 117-11011001. Laws governing
This charter may be amended in accordance with the procedure provided for by law state statute for amendment of municipal charters.	Comment by Gregory Duggan: EL: get consistency between “law”, “state statute,” “laws of Vermont,” etc. 


	
	Subchapter 11: General

	
	§ 1101 Savings Clause
Repeal or modification of this charter shall not affect the validity of previously enacted ordinance, resolution, or bylaw.


	Subchapter 12: Severability

	Subchapter 12: Severability of Provisions


	§ 117-1201. Severability
The provisions of this charter are declared to be severable. If any provisions of this charter are for any reason invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions that can be given effect without the invalid provision.

	§ 117-1201. Severability
The provisions of this charter are declared to be severable. If any provisions of this charter are for any reason invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions, thatwhich can be given effect without the invalid provision.
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