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Essex Police - Records Request - Right to Appeal - Judical Review 

Right to Appeal for Denial of Request for Public Records – Judicial Review 

VSA, Title 1, Chapter 5, Section 319 

(a) Any person aggrieved by the denial of a request for public records under this

subchapter may apply to the Civil Division of the Superior Court in the county in

which the complainant resides, or has his or her personal place of business, or in

which the public records are situated, or in the Civil Division of the Superior Court of

Washington County, to enjoin the public agency from withholding agency records and

to order the production of any agency records improperly withheld from the

complainant. In such a case, the Court shall determine the matter de novo, and may

examine the contents of such agency records in camera to determine whether such

records or any part thereof shall be withheld under any of the exemptions set forth in

section 317 of this title, and the burden of proof shall be on the public agency to

sustain its action.
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